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DISSERTATION 


UPON A 


PARTHIAN C OIN, Ec. 


Reverend Sir, 


Read April 8, FT Met ſome years ſince with a ſmall 
12105 braſs medal, in but indifferent con- 
ſervation; which I have lately diſcovered, by com- 
paring it with others, to be a Parthian coin. This 
medal, as I apprehend, exhibits the head of Volo- 
geſes III. adorned with a beard and a tiara, after the 
Parthian manner, together with a Beta behind it, 
that ſeems to point out to us the place in which it 
was ſtruck, The reverie preſents to our view a 
ſtrange ſort of inſtrument, or machine, which per- 
haps may be imagined to repreſent a key, beſides 
ſome traces of characters in a great meaſure defaced, 
and, if I am not vaſtly miſtaken, four intire Palmy- 
rene letters. As I remember not to have ſeen any of 
the Palmyrene elements hitherto on antient coins, I 
hope I ſhall be indulged the liberty of ſubmitting a 
few curſory remarks upon that now before me, 
which may be eſteemed a real curioſity, to the conſi- 
deration of our moſt learned and illuſtrious Society. 
Nor ſhall I make any other apology for theſe re- 
marks, however jejune they may appear, than that 
here 3 at; eſpecially, as the affinity between 
2 the 
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the ſubject of * 2 > 7 "=: my © Rm letters 


ncfion, ſeems! to tender e 


- vonſhire, has preferved on the reverſe the f 
lowing words, or rather parts of words TT. 


His, 1728. Numiſm. Antigu. collect. a Thom, entre. 


, WT AT WIE, vt rw + 
Sl PPP ² 2 be A HA IE 22M, 


which the Society have done me the honour to pub- 
lich in the laſt volume of the Phzlofophical Tran/: 


ing of that Kind 


Altogether unneceffary Y. my 2 80 

1. That the medal here deſcribed ought to be 
ranked amongſt the Parthian coins, is abundantly 
clear from a bare inſpection of the draughtts Af Eve. 
ral of thoſe (1) coins. And that it was ſtruck in the 
reign of Vologeſes III. we may condlude at leaſt ex- 
tremely probable, from two ſimilar, Parthian coins, 
exhibiting the head of the ſame prince. One of 
theſe, which belongs to His Grace the Puke of De- 


, v - - + EHISANOYC 
„... . TAEAAHNOC, to! gether will the three Greek * 
numeral letters AT; and the other, now in the 
ſeſſion of the Univerſity of Oxford, the very inſtr. ume ar 
or machine, that occurs on the medal I am here endea- 
vouring to explain, and a legend, conſiſting of ftran 
characters, ſo injured by time as to be rendered eee 
by abſolutely illegible. The Greek ' numerals AEN 
indicate the piece, on which they appear, and n tt. 
improbably that likewiſe now before me, as DEI 
the other in the Bodleian cabinet, to have been coined 
in the 46ſt year of the Parthian æra, generally tern 
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(1) J. Foy Vail. in en Imper. p 364. 366. Pag 


Montis Gomer. Com. P. 2. T. 76. 


(2) Nicol. Fran. Haym Roman. Del 77 $0 Britan. Vo! ol, de 
—_ p. 3 In Londrs, 1720. 
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a the ra . the Arſacidæ, a) nearly coincident 
with the 205th of CurisT, when Septimius Severus 
fat upon the imperial throne, | 

2. With regard to the Beta behind' the head of 
Vologeſes III. which! is alſo viſible on ſeveral other 
Parthian coins, 1 ſhall beg leave to remark, that it 
cannot well be conſidered as the initial letter of the 


of the prince. in whoſe reign theſe medals were 


iz evident from the part of it which ſtill remains, on 
the reverſe of the Puke of Devonſhire's coin, With 
a publication of which the learned world has been obl1- 
ned by Sig. Haym. Ir will therefore be readily acKnoW=- 
ſedged, by all who have been converſant in this branch 
of literature, that the Beta here was intended to re- 
preſent the word BOAATACIAC, BOAOTE CIAC, 
POAATACIAAOC, or BOAOT ECI AAOC, the name 
of the city where the piece was coined ;. at leaſt this 
muſt be admitted, it we PAY Dy regard o the au- 


* wy _—__ 
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(3) My d pet is founded upon the moſt received opi- 
nion, with regard to the commencement of the Parthian æra; 
which has been placed by Dr. Vaillant and Mͤ. L' Abbé de Lon- 
zuerue, who are herein generally followed, in the year of Rome 
| 408. It happened, however, about twenty-ſeven years later, ac- 
cording. to 81g. Corſini, a gentleman of profound erudition, who at 
preſent makes a very conſiderable figure in the learned world. J. 
Foy Vaill. in A acid. Iinper. p. 4. Pariſiis, 1728. Ludovic. Du Four 
de Longuerué, Ab. 8. Joan, de Jardo ad Melod. et Sept. Pont. in 
Therafc. in Annal. Arſacidar. p. 2, 3. Argentorati, 1732, Edvard. 
Corſin. Cl. Reg. Scholar. Piar. in Acad. Piſan. Humanior. Litterar. 
Profeſ. De AAinniſar. aliorumq; Armen. Reg. Num, et Ar/acid. £- 
Hoch. Diſſertat. p. 1329. Liburni 1754. 


th ority 


word BOAATACHC, Or BOAATACOT, the name 


truck. For that very name originally occurred, as 
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thority of Dr. Vaillant (4), one of the moſt. cele- 
brated antiquaries of the laſt age. Nor would it be 
difficult to produce a (5) ſufficient number of ſimilar 
initial letters, preſerved on the anterior faces of an- 
tient coins, in ſupport of ſuch an opinion. 
3. As the imperfect characters, or rather traces of 
characters, on the reverſe of my medal, have 
ſuffered ſo greatly from the injuries of time; I ſha! 
not take upon me to explain, at leaſt with any 
degree of certainty, the words they originally 
formed. However, I hope I may be permitted tc 
obſerve, that there appears no (6) inconſiderable re- 
ſemblance between the firſt, ſecond, and fifth of 
them, as it ſhould ſeem, and the Aleph, Gimel, and 
Mem of the Palmyrenes. As for the confuſed in- 
diſtinct ſort of mark, that follows the ſecond of theſe 
imperfect elements, it can by no means be conſider- 
ed in the light of an alphabetic character, but mui: 
have been occaſioned by the ravages of time; as the 
protuberance raiſed by it above the field of the me- 
dal, and the remains of the letters near it, manifeſtly 
proves. If what is here advanced ſhould meet wit! 
the approbation of the learned, it may perhaps be 
allowed, that the two firft words jmprefſed upon the 
poſterior part of this coin were JD „, equivalent 
to the Hebrew Hai . BATLAETT META, 
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(4) J. Foy Vaill. ubi ſup. p. 321, 322, 365, 366. et alib. 

(5) Vid. Hubertum Goltzium, in Inſular. Græc. Numiſin. 
Tab. vii. Num. 7, 9. et Tab. vii. Num. 4. Wiſe, in Nummor. 
Antiguor. Scrin. Badleian. recondit. Catal. p. g. alioſque id genus 
Scriptor. 0 


(6) Philoſeph. Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. p. 693, 740. 
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A. 
or O BASIAEYS O MET AT, THE GREAT 
KING; which would anſwer with accuracy enough 
to the words BASIAE®@E (7) META AOT, exhibired 
by the reverſes of ſeveral Parthian coins, with com- 
plete Greek legends upon them. Should the firſt letter 
be taken for an Aleph, the term to which it belongs 
would ſeem to be rather of the Arabic (8) than 
either the Hebrew, Chaldee, or Syriac form. Nor 
can it be conceived ſtrange, if we ſuppoſe the piece to 
have been ſtruck at Vologeſia, though' the Chaldee 
or Babylonian dialect muſt have chiefly (9) pre- 
vailed there, that this word ſhould favour ſome. 
thing of the Arabic form; as this city, accord- 
ing to (10) Stephanus, as well as Ptolemy, was 
ſcated near the Euphrates, at no great diſtance from 
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(7) De Num. quibuſd. Sam. et Phan. &c. Diſſert. p. 53. 
Oxon, 1750. J. Foy Vaill. ubi ſup, p. 145, 241. & alib. 
(8) Val. Schind. Lex. Pentaglot. p. 1, 75. 
(9) That the inhabitants of Vologeſia enjoyed a flouriſhing and 
extenſive commerce, when this piece was coined, ſeems to appear, 
not only from the fituation of that city, which ſtood at ng 
great diftance from the confines of Perſia, Arabia, and Meſopotamia, 
a country limited by the Euphrates on the fide of Syria, but like- 
wiſe from the tenth of Mr. Dawkins's Greek Palmyrene inſcrip- 
tions. It may therefore, be preſumed, that Jews, Perſians, or Par- 
thians, Arabs, Syrians, and people of other nations, reſorted thi- 
ther, in conſiderable numbers, on account of trade. From whence 
we may conclude, that the vernacular tongue of the Vologeſians 
was not improbably a mixture of Hebrew, Perſian, or Parthian, A- 
rabic, Chaldee, and Syriac. Hence it might come to paſs, that the 
two firſt words of this legend were neither pure Hebrew, Arabic, 
Chaldee, nor Syriac; but received a tincture from moſt, if not 
every one, of thoſe languages, or dialects. Dawk. Inſcript. Græc. 
Palmyren. Inſcript. x. Chriſt, Cellar. Geograph. Antig. Lib. iii. 
dc. xvi. Philoſoph. Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. Tab. xxvii. 
(10) Stephanus Byzant. De Urbib. Ptol. Geegr, Lib. v. c. 5 
| tae 
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the borders of Arabia; particularly that province of. 
it going amongſt the Onentals under the denomina 
tion of Najd. The conjectures here laid down, I 
ſay, upon ſuppoſition that I am not miſtaken in che 
forms of theſe imperfect characters, may perhaps be 
conſidered by the learned as not altogether remote 
from truth. And this is all I deſire, as I would hate 
no greater ſtreſs laid pon them than Wont ey. will. 
naturally bea. 

4. But though I am not ſo ben in arelation to 
the mutilated letters juſt touched upon, I cannot 
forbear declaring myſelf ſtrongly inclined to believe, 
that the four laſt elements on the reverſe of my coin 
are the very ſame with ſome of thoſe. that have been 
preſerved by the two Roman Palmyrene inſcriptions, 
and that copied by Mr. Maſſon from Sig. Pietro della 
Valle's original papers; all which I have, in the laſt 
volume of the (11) Philoſop bical Tranſa&jons, en- 
deavoured to explain. The form of the firſt of them, 
unleſs Jam greatly deceived, anſwers exactly to that 
of the Lamed which occurs in the ſecond of (12) the 
Roman Palmyrene inſcriptions, and is but little diffe- 
rent from that of the ſame element exhibited by the 
other. The fecond and fourth of them at (13) 
leaſt approacti extremely near to the figures of 
the Ain and Jad, as they appear in both the Roman 
Palmyrene infcriptions. And that the third of them 
is of a form fimilar to that of the Shin, or Sin, pre 
ſented to our view by Big Pietro della Valle's (14) 


* © A 
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(1 9 Philoſepb. Tranſat? Vol. vid 2.032757. 5 
(12) 1 a6 n et. Tad. . 


(43) Ibid. e K „ | Ap Boon wal Bo * | 
(14) Ibid, 


inſcription, 
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inſcription, ſeen afterwards by ſome Engliſh travellers 
at Teibe, as well as by the ſecond Roman Palmy- 
rene one, will, I perfuade myſelf, ſcarce admit of any 
doubt. Now that the Greeks ſometimes repreſented 
Ajin, and (15) particularly the Syriac Ain, or Ae, by 
their Gamma, is yery well known; and that the two 
powers of the Hin, one of which was equivalent to 
that of G, are to this day acknowledged by the 
Arabs, who ſtill expreſs them by their letters Ain 
and Gain, the latter of which correſponds with G, 
is too (16) apparent to ſtand in need of any kind of 
proof. From whence we may conclude, that the 
elements I am now conſidering, together with the 
initial letter defaced by the injuries of time, and the 
vowels which they virtually contained, probably form- 
ed the word BOLOGASHI, BOLOGASI, BOLA- 
GASI, or VOLOGEsl, varying only in termination 
from the Greek BOAATACOY, and the Latin VO- 
LOGESIS ; the former of which fo 2 mug o- 
curs upon the Parthian coins. 

5. That I (5) was a Syriac, Chaldee, or Palmy- 
al termination of maſculine proper names, ſeems 
ſufficiently. to appear from an inſcription 1 have at- 

tempted to explain. in one of (17) my former letters; 
and that this termination was ſometimes converted into 
HS (ES) by the (18) Greeks, has been admitted by 
Hiller and Bochart, two authors W. 4225 well ver- 


1 * 4 91 ** 8 4 


_ 


4 9 "Fg os Lib. II. cap. Xil. p. roo 5 70 
Moen. 1681. 


(16) Vid. Erpen. Gram. Arab. 

(17) Philoſoph. Tranſatt. Vol. xlviii, p. 732. 
(18) Matth. Hiller. Onoma/t: Sacr. p. 671. Tubinge, 1706. 
Boch. Phal. Lib. II. c. xix. * 126. | 
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ſed in oriental literature. From whence, without the 
leaſt violence or torture, we may infer, that the word 
BOLOGASHI, BOLAGASI, or VOLOGES]L, ex- 
hibited by the medal before me, the VOLOGESES 
of Tacitus (19), the BOTAOTAIZH of Dio (20), 
and the BOAATAZHE of the Parthian coins, may 
be conſidered as one and the ſame name. It muſt 
alſo be obſerved, that the Words VOLOGESUS and 
OTOAOTALLZO& ſometimes occur, as maſculine pro- 
per names, in the antient (21) hiſtorians. But that 
theſe are not ſo conſonant to the true and genuine man 
ner of writing and pronouncing ſuch proper names, 
may be clearly evinced from the words (22) ARSA- 
CES, TIRI DATES, MITHRIDATES, MNAS- 
KIRES, PHRAHATES, ORODES, GOTARZE:, 
and others of the ſame kind, that might with equal 
facility, be produced. 

6. As the two Roman Palmyrene inſcriptions, 
and that copied by Sig. Pietro della Valle at Teibe, 
if any regard be due to the preceding remarks, 1 
tribute not a little to the illuſtration of my eoin ; ſo 
this, in its turn, ſeems, in ſome meaſure at leaſt, to 
ſupport the authority of thoſe inſcriptions. For as 
ſeveral of the characters they all exhibit are extreme l) 
ſimilar, or rather apparently the ſame ; from thence 
we may collect, that the latter, as well as the for- 
mer, of them are genuine and valuable remains of 
antiquity, and have hitherto been deſervedly eftcem- 
ed as $ fuck by the LAT. Nay from thence it will 


—_— 


n. 


Tacit. Aunal. Lib. xii. p. 338. Pariſiis 168 
(2 5 Dio, Lib. liv. p. 545 33 45 


(2 Ki 'Tacit. Hl. Lib. iv, c e. 5. Dio, Lib. Ixiii. p. 719. 
(22) J. Foy Vaill. in 1 ſacid. bi . fart 
4 arther 


[ xx ] 

farther follow, that the copies of the three above- 
mentioned inſcriptions, publiſhed by Mr. Reland 
and F. Montfaucon, are not very inaccurately taken; 

and conſequently that the elements they contain, 
though heretofore termed by me Palmyrene, on ac- 
count of the reſemblance between them and the 
letters inſcribed on ſeveral of the ſtones found amongſt 
the ruins of Tadmor, are not ſtrictly of the ſame 
form with thoſe that conſtituted, in certain intervals, 
the true (23) and proper alphabet of the Palmy- 
rens. 5 £ 

7. In conformity to the ſentiment here laid down, 

it may be farther obſerved, that the firſt Roman Pal- 
myrene inſcription ſeems to have been drawn in ſome 
city of Syria, or Irak, at a conſiderable diſtance from. 
Tadmor, and to have been brought from that city 
to Rome. This opinion, notwithſtanding what I 

formerly intimated, or rather (24) inſinuated only, 
to the contrary, upon farther conſideration of the 
matter, and ſince the diſcovery of the above -· men- 
tioned characters on the reverſe of my Parthian coin, 
find myſelf pretty ſtrongly diſpoſed to entertain. 
duch a notion is not only countenanced by the forms of 
the letters themſelves, as they were cut in the ſtones, 
which have preſerved them, about the ſam time 
that two of Mr. Dawkins's inſcriptions were (25) 
drawn out at Tadmor, but likewiſe by the word 
ITAAMYPHNOC, in the correſpondent Greek inſcri- 
ption. For as all theſe bear nearly the ſame date, 


LE 7 
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23) P bileſoph. Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. p. 693. 
(24) Philoſoph. Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. p. 738,739. 
Z (2 5) Ibid, p. 738. Dawk. Marm. Palmyren. Inſcript. Palmyren. 
by v; IV, Q. | | | . | | 
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and yet the ducts of the letters they exhibit appear 
conſiderably different; it muſt be allowed, at leaſt 
in ſome degree, probable, that they did not origi- 
nally appertain to the ſame city: and had the mo- 
nument, on which the local term HAAMYPHNOC 
is inſcribed, been firſt erected at Tadmor, that term 
might perhaps have been deemed by ſome ſuper- 
fluous and unneceſſary, not to ſay. improper and ab- 
ſurd. With regard to the ſecond Roman Palmy- 
rene inſcription, I muſt beg leave likewiſe to remark, 
q that the forms of the elements it contains, which 
„ have ſuffered pretty much from the injuries of time, 
* are not preciſely the ſame with thoſe of Mr, Daw- 
kins's letters. From whence I ſhould be induced to 
_ conclude, as it is void of a date, that it muſt either 
have been the produce of a different age; or, which 
may perhaps be deemed more probable, that the 
injuries of time have obliged ſeveral of the elc- 
ments of which it is compoſed to recede ſomething 
from their original forms, But, notwithſtanding this, 
that it firſt appeared either at, or in the neighhbour- 
hood of, the city of Tadmor, we have all the 
x reaſon in the world to believe. For as Tibe- 
rius Claudius, who was a foreigner, dedicated the 
altar, which it adorned, to Malachbelus and the other 
divinities of 'Tadmor, who (26) are therein treated 
as local deities ; it had undoubtedly its Wa >) 
firſt either in that metropolis, or ſome other place in 

the territories of the Palmyrenes, 
8. From the ſame inſcription we may likewiſe in- 
fer, that the Calbites, therein-mentioned, performed 


he } . 1 3 ; $i SK ; 


1 126) Philoſoph, Tranſact. Vol, Ai. p. 756. 
MN 3 a vow 


113. 


a vow they had made fo Malachbelus and the other 


gods worſhipped at Tadmor; and conſequently that 
Malachbelus was the principal deity of the people to 
which they belonged, as well as of the Palmyrenes. 
This remark will ſhake at leaſt, if it will not intirely 


overturn, the hypotheſis propoſed to the (2 7) learned 
world by Dr. Hyde, viz. that theſe Calbites were a 
part of the Kelbians, a (28) ſmall inconſiderable 


canton ſeated at preſent on mount Libanus, and paſſed 
over in ſilence by the antients; who, according to 


this author, received the denomination of Kelbians 


from a black dog that they worſhipped. Nor is 
this hypotheſis confirmed, or even in 8 e leaſt coun- 
tenanced, by either Mr. Maundrell, Dr. Shaw, or Dr. 
Pococke, who lately traverſed that part of Syria where 


this obſcure and contemptible clan have their habita- 


tions, In confirmation of the latter inference here de- 
duced from this inſcription, it appears (29) from the 
oriental writers, that the tribe of Hamyar, the 
antient progenitors of the Calbites, chietly wor- 


thipped the ſun ; though' they ſeem kewiſe, on 


certain occaſions, to have paid divine honours to 


an idol named Naſr. The Calbites alſo, ſettled at 
Dawmat al Jandal, themſelves adored the heavens, 
which bear a near relation to the ſun, and might 


"OY have been e ſome af the aforeſaid 
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(27) Tho, Hyd. H: . ik. eter, Par, Append. i p. 497, 


492. Oxon. 1700. 
(28) D. R. Huntingt, Epiſt. p 47. Lond. 1704. 
(29) Al Zamakhſhar. Al Below, Al Jauhar, Al Shahreſtän. 
Vid. etiam Poc. Not. in Spec. Hift. Arab. p. 9g. 133, 134. & alib. 
See alſo Sale's Prelim. eh p. 7 LS. 
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correſpondent characters in 
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writers for that planet, under the form of a man, and 
gave them the name of Wadd. This notion therefore 
of Dr. Hyde ought to be exploded as a fiction, ad- 
vanced without any manner of foundation, and not 
meriting the attention of the learned. 
9. That the four complete characters on the reverſe 
of my medal vary 2 from the forms of the 
r. Dawkins's Palmyrene 
inſcriptions, is too obvious and apparent a truth to 
be denied. However, they may alſo be conſidered 
as letters of the Chaldee or Babylonian alphabet, with 


ſufficient propriety, notwithſtanding that variation. 


Nor can it be deemed matter of ſurprize, that ſuch 
alphabetic characters ſhould have been impreſſed onthe 
reverſe of this Parthian coin; eſpecially, if it was ſtruck 
at Vologeſia, as there is undoubtedly room enough 
to ſuppoſe. For that this city was ſeated in Babylonia 


near the Euphrates, where the Chaldee or Babylonian 


alphabet prevailed, is abundantly manifeſt, from what 
has been already obſerved (30). 

10. In ſupport of what has been here ad- 
vanced, it may be farther remarked, that the Palmy- 
rene letters were not only uſed about the time of 
Vologeſes III. in the Parthian territories bordering 
upon the irontiers of Syria, but likewiſe in the 
interior part of Perſia itſelf. This moſt evident- 
ly appears from two inſcriptions, in the Palmy- 


rene language and character, with their correſpon- 


dent Greek ones, till preſerved at Noctureſtand, 


Nocta-Ruſtam, or Naxi-Ruſtan, near thoſe re- 
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(30) Vid. Steph. Byzant. & Ptol. ubi ſup. 
mains 
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(34 J. Foy Vail, in A ſacid. Imper. p. 347. 


mains of antiquity generally termed the ruins of 
Perſepolts ; which have been publiſhed both by 
(31) Sir John Chardin and Dr. Hyde, as well 
as in the 17th (32) volume of the Philoſophical 
Tranſactions. The Palmyrene inſcriptions have ei- 


ther been ſo inaccurately taken, or ſo injured by time, 


that only the two firſt words of them, M jw, which 


in both appear the ſame, are legible. But theſe 


are ſufficient, with the aſſiſtance of the Greek ones, 


that have not much better eſcaped, to point out to 


us both the language and the character in which 
they were originally drawn. For the Palmyrene 
terms are equivalent (53) to PERSPICVA SPECIES, 
CLARA SIMILITVDO, PVRA FIGVRA, THE 
APPARENT LIKENESS, THE CLEAR RE- 
SEMBLANCE, THE TRUE IMAGE, THE 
REAL MIEN or PORTRAIT; which by the cor- 
reſpondent Greek words, TOYTO TO TPOCWTIION, 
the laſt of which in the firſt inſcription has been 
miſerably deformed, are, with tolerable juſtice and 
propriety, expreſſed. The Greek letters, APZA ... 
.. . » CIAO CBACIHA S MON, in the firſt inſcription, 


clearly preſent to our view, in Parthian Greek, 


ſuch as ſometimes occurs upon the (34) Parthian coins, 
the words APCAKOY BACIAE WC BACIA N VON, 


7. e. ARSACIS REGIS REGUM, OF ARSACES 


PCI 


2 3 


(31) Voyages de Monſieur Ls Chevalier Chardin, en Perſe, &c. 
Tome Troiſieme, p. 119. A Amſterdam, 1711. Hyd. Rel. Vet. 


.Perſ. Hiſt. Append. p. 518, 519. See alfo Voyages de Corn. le Bruyn, 


om. iv. p. 361. . 

(32) Philaſoph. Tranſact. Vol. xvii. n. 201: p. 775, 776. 

(33) Val. Schind. Lex Pentaglat. p. 238, 983. Edm. Caſt. Lex. 
Heptaglot. p. 422, 2014. | 


THE 


1.36 

THE KING OF KINGS ; and conſequehtly give 
us ſufficiently to underſtand, as they are inſcribed on 
the breaſt of a horſe of ſtone, cut out of the mountain 
of black marble at Naxi-Ruſtan, or, as others ſay, on 
the garment of his rider, that they belonged to an 
equeſtrian ſtatue of one of the gw kings. Now 
the Omega of the minuſcular form, always xhibites 
here, was neyer viſible on the Parthian coins before 
the reign of Monneſes, which a little preceded that of 
Vologeſes III. if the 3 of thoſe coins given us 
(35) Fo Dr. Vaillant may be depended upon. Hence 
we may conclude, that the Palmyrene inſcription: 
no before us were probably coeval with Monneſes 
and Vologeſes III. and conſequently that the Pal. 
myrene alphabetic characters were uſed at Eſtakhr, 
a very antient and conſiderable city (36) of Fars, or 
Perſia properly ſo called, almoſt contiguous to the 
aforeſaid ruins, that is, in the interior part of Perſia 

itſelf, about the very time when the piece I am now 
| offering my thoughts upon was coined. 
11. From what has been here obſerved, ſome of 
the learned may perhaps be induced to ſuppoſe, 

that the aforeſaid ſtupendous remains of antiquity 
cannot fo properly be deemed the ruins of Per- 
| ſepolis, as thoſe of another city of a later datc. 
For the above-mentioned inſcriptions ſeem evidently 
to prove, that thoſe ruins belonged to a very 
ſu WP and e place, which either ſerved for 
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ae) J. Foy. Vaill. Arſicid Imper. 
(36) Iſm. Abu'lfed. apud Gol. in Not." ad. Alfragan. p. 113- 
ut et ipſe Gol. ibid. Naſi Al Tak & Ulugh Beik, in Tabul. Lon- 
git. & Teal. Civitat, Ed. Hudſ. Oxon, 1711, 


Are- 


1 


a reſidence to ſeveral of the lower Parthian kings, | 
or at leaſt was greatly favoured, and on certain re- 
markable occaſions viſited, by them. Now the antient 

city of Eſtakhr, which ſome (37) take to be the ſame 
with Perſepolis, though this cannot be ſtrictly true, 
as that place is allowed to have been deſtroyed (3 8) 
by Alexander the Great, made a — Ar | 
even after the Parthian (39) times, and extended, 
without doubt, to the ſpot occupied by the aforeſaid 
ruins, going at preſent under the appellation of Shel- 
manär, (40) or Shahelmanir. Nay Eſtakhr, according 
to the (41) Perſian hiſtorians, was the capital of 
Fars, or, as they call it, Pars, that is, Perſia, till 


the royal ſeat was transferred from thence to Al Ma- 


dayen upon the Tigris (42), built by Shabvir, ſur- 


named Dhu'laktaf, or Sapor III. of the houſe of Saſ- 
ſan, after the Parthian monarchy was diffolved ; and 


_ conſequently it muſt have been, even if we follow 


them, the principal reſidence of Monneſes and Volo- 


geſes III. as they (43) make the Aſhkanians, Aſhga- 
nians, or Arſacidæ, to have formed the preceding 
” r of che antient Perſian FRO” This an to be 


„— 


r 


. ; * 
X's F 


A * Golii Nee. a Al Hohen. ubi tipo D'Herbel, Biblioth. 


orzent, art. Eſtethar, p. 327. 


(38) Plutarch. in wan Q. Curt. 175 v. Arrian. Lib. iii. 


Diva. Sic. Lib. xvii. Juſtin. Lib. xi. 

Dough Gol. & D' Herbel, ubi ſup. Greg. Abu'l Faraj, in Hf. 

p. 183. Mirkhond, apud Teixeir. D. 324. En Amberes, 

1610. 

(40) Golii Net. ad e p- 113. > 

(41) D' Herbel ubi ſup. ; 

(42) Idem ibid. 

(43) Khondemir, Al Emir Yahya Ebn Abd'ollatif Al Kazwini, 
in le. D'Herbel. ubi ſup. p. 135 | 
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confirmed, and even rendered inconteſtable, by the 


| inſcriptions juſt touched upon. The authority — 


fore of thoſe writers, thus ſupported, cannot be 
impugned by the modern geographers, in the point 


before us; when they aſſert, perhaps without the 


leaſt ſhadow of rational proof, that the city of (4 


Al Madayen was in reality no other than the Cteſi- 


phon of the antients. 

12. That the ſecond Namen Pakayrene inforigticn, 
whoſe age cannot be determined with any preciſion, 
is nevertheleſs inferior in point of antiquity to the 
third of thoſe publiſhed by Mr. Dawkins, the forms 
of the letters themſelves (4.5), preſerved on the ſtones 
that exhibit them, which lo greatly reſemble the cha- 
racers appearing on my Parthian coin, feem manifeſtly 
to prove. As the third of Mr. Dawkins's Palmyrene 
inſcriptions muſt therefore be looked upon as a very 


valuable acquiſition to the learned world, I ſhall here 
beg leave to propoſe to the conſideration of the Royal 


Society a new interpretation of the firſt part of this 
inſcription; though it be not very different from that 
which I have already had the honour to ſubmit to 
the ſuperior judgment of that moſt learned and illuſ- 
trious body. I imagine then, that the mutilated 
term U:: (46) might have been originally either 
r, DEDERUNT, DONAVERUNT, or may, 
PARAVERUNT, DEDICAVERUN T, &c, the 


latter of which words occurs, in the ſame ſenſe, 
on a Palmyrene marble, exhibiting an. inſcription 


„ — Moo. 


44) D'Herbel. Biblioth. orient. art. Madain, p. 525. 
i 5) 6-6 Tranſact. Vol. xlviii. Tab. xxIV. xxx. 
(46) Line 3d. 


that 


[19] 
that I have formerly (47) attempted to explain. 
If this be admitted, the two firſt lines muſt be 


tranſlated into Latin (48) thus: DONUM HOC 
eſt ATQUE ARA QU DEDERUNT (PARA- 
_-VERUNT, vel DEDICAVERUNT)  OMRIBOL 
SHEMESH (AMRIO'L SHAMS, vel AMRI AL 
SHAMS) ET ZEBIDA ; and into Engliſh thus: 
THIS IS THE GIFT AND ALTAR WHICM 
' OMRIBOL SHEMESH (AMRIO'L: SHAMS, or 
 AMRI AL SHAMS) AND ZEBIDA GAVE 
(or DEDICATED.) But whether we adopt theſe 


new tranſlations, or acquieſce in thoſe formerly given, 


we cannot, as J apprehend,” be very remote from 
truth; ſince I make not the leaſt doubt, but all of 
them are perfectly conſonant to the + ITE ſenſe 


and. tenor of the inſcription. 


13. The term Y, RAB, likewiſe, in the fifth 


nne of Mr. Dawkins's fifth Palmyrene inſcription, 
may perhaps be ſuppoſed by ſome to admit there of 


a-ſignification, a little different from that which I 
have aſſigned it, in one of my former letters. It 


may poſſibly be preſumed to denote AN OFFICER, 


or MILITARY TRIBUNE, PRAFECTUS MI- 


LITIZ, vel TRIBUNUS MILITARIS; that be- 


ing one of the (49) Syriac acceptations of this word. 
But as the term CTPATIWTHC, or rather CTPATI- 


THC AET...., in the correſpondent Greek inſcri- 


8 manifeſtly 1 chat the 17 750 who erect- 


— 29 — 


4 Philoſ h, Tranſaf. Vol. 5 p. — 
(48) Vid. 0 Schind. Lex. Pentaglot. p. 65 1256. Hanoviæ, 
1612. 


9) Edam. Caſtel, Een, Heptaglot. p. 3493. Lond. 1669. 
| C 2 ed 
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ed the ſtatue; in honour of SEPTIMIUS ARANES, 
-was a common ſoldier, or legionary, ſuch. as the 
PILANI were; as this implication ſeems confirmed 
by the Palmyrene words 8179 m7, MILES EME- 
RITUS, A VETERAN, or VETERAN: SOL- 
DIER ; and as the mutilated Greek term IATPWN.. 
apparently denotes this perſon to have been inferior, 
in point of ſtation, to the ſenator SEPTIMIUS 
ARANES; my former verſions of Mr. Dawkins's 
fifth Palmyrene inſcription will, I am inclined to 
flatter myſelf, be allowed to ſtand. However, I 
ſubmit them, as well as every thing here advanced, 
vith the utmoſt deference, to the determination of 
the learned. 1 = . | 
14. With regard to the, laſt mentioned in- 
ſcription, I muſt beg leave farther to remark, that 
the month Tiſri, in which it firſt appeared, anſwers 
to Hyperberetæus; which may be conſidered either 
as a Macedonian or a Syro-Macedonian month. 
This is clearly deducible from Mr. Dawkins's 
fixth Palmyrene inſcription, and the fragments of 
the Greek one, with which it did originally cor- 
reſpond. Hence we may infer, that the Palmyrenes 
had only one month denominated 77ſ/i; though the 
| Syrians, or Syro-Chaldeans, applied to two of their 


months that name. This farther points out to us the 


conformity between the Palmyrenes and the Jews, 
who likewiſe called only one month 7z/ri, with 
reſpec tothe names of ſome of their months; which, 
in two of my former letters, I have already (50) hinted 
at, As therefore the Jewiſh T7/: and the Macedonian 


— 
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(so) Phileſeph, Tran ſact. Vol. xlviii. p. 703, 731. 


Hyper- 
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 Hyperbereteus nearly coincided with the month of 


September, the ſame may perhaps likewiſe be ſaid 


of the Tiſri of the Palmyrenes. © Farther, as the æra 


of Seleucus, according to the beſt (51) chronolo- 
gers, commenced on the firſt of October, our in- 
ſcription muſt have been drawn, if the learned 
ſhould admit what has been ſuggeſted here, in 
the 2 5d year of CHRIS TJ; but if, with the Syro-Ma- 
cedonians, we make Hyperberet æus and OFober the 
ſame month, the preceding year. However, the 
above mentioned conformity between the Jews and 
the Palmyrenes feems to render enn more 
N the former opinion. | 

5. The Palmyrene letters forming the laſt ms 
of Mr. Dawkins's tenth inſcription may alſo perhaps, 


at firſt ſight, be imagined to correſpond with the 


Chaldee or Hebrew elements conſtituting the word 
pod, CISLEU, the name of one of the (5 2) He- | 
brew months. But, upon a very flight examina- 
tion, it will be ound, that ſuch a notion muſt be 
in ſome meaſure nivalidated by: the Palmyrene La- 
med, than which nothing can be more viſible! in 


Mr. Dawkins's copy of this inſcription, at the end 


of that word. I have therefore ſuppoſed the. Pal- 
myrene name of the month here mentioned to have 
been PELLUL, or PELELUL, an apparent deprava- 
tion, or corruption, of che correſpondent Gteek AIIEA- 


 AAIQ, the Macedonian name of this month. Nor can 


Tat His think any things + fince that name anſwers 


n _— „ „6 e — 
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4 Ry Gul. ha, Inſtitut. — p: my Lond, 
ond. 1720. 


Jo. Albert. Fabric. Menolog. p. 10, 43, 45. * 1712. 
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u Val. Schind. ubi * p- 887 
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fb well to the Palmyrene letters, as they appear upon 
the face of the inſcription; morerguſtc and natural 
than ſuch a ſuppoſition. 0 Ne 
16. However, as the firſt Palmyrene later in this E 
word ſeems rather more to reſemble Caph than Pe, 
as all the other names of months in the Palmy- 
rene characters are Jewiſh, and as the Macedonian 
Apellzus correſponded with the Jewiſh, Cr/leu ; 
ſome of the learned may perhaps be thereby in 
duced to believe, that the true lection is Cis- 
LEU, notwithſtanding what is intimated to the con- 


trary here. If this be admitted, it muſt be allow- 


ed extremely probable, that the laſt letter, which 
is apparently Lamed, was owing either to the in- 
attention of the copier, or the inaccuracy of the in- 
ſcriber ; or elſe that it was accidentally added to the 


other elements, after the inſcription firſt appeared. 


Upon any of which ſuppoſitions, we may read the 
Palmyrene word CisLEU; and conſequently. aſſert 
Apellzus to have been amongſt the Palmyrenes 
(53) a Macedonian, not a Syro-Macedonian, month, 


as the Macedonian Apellzus only anſwered to the 


Jewiſh. Ciſſeu. From whence we may anfer, that 
the other names of months, which occur in the 


Greek Palmyrene inſcriptions, point out to us Ma- 


cedonian months; and therefore, that the very 
learned Cardinal 540 Noris is not to be followed, 
when he ſeems to declare himſelf in favour of the ; 


contrary . 


4 : | PER 


— 


(53) Jo. Albert. Fabric. Abe p. 16, 42. Hainburgi, 1712. 


| Edvard. Corſin. Faft. Attic, p. 450. Florentiæ, 1747. 


(54) F. Hen, Noris Veronenf. * he 67. 4 Ht p. 124. 
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17. Before : 


23 J. 
17. Before I diſmiſs the ſubject I am now upon, 
it may not be improper to Ne that the two Pal- 
myrene alphabets, lately diſcovered, will probably 
enable the learned to decipher various obſcure le- 
gends, on the reverſes of Parthian coins, with which 
the cabinets of the great and the curious are adorned, 
conſiſting of characters hitherto termed unknown, 3 
and ſuch as were antiently uſed either at T admor, 
or other places at no vaſt diſtance from that once 
moſt opulent and flouriſhing city. However, that 
ſeveral of thoſe coins have preſerved legends drawn 
up in a character receding ſomething more from 
that of the Palmyrenes than the letters exhibited 


by the medal J have been conſidering, there is not the 


leaſt reaſon to doubt; one of them appearing in 
my ſmall collection, ſtruck, as I apprehend, in the 
reign of Monneſes, never hitherto publiſhed, with 
ſuch a legend, and a correſpondent Greek one, 
upon it. Nay this is ſufficiently manifeſt from the 


Parthian coin now in the Bodleian cabinet, of which 


I herewith ſend you a draught, that may be intirely 


depended upon ; though the elements it originally 


bore have been fo effaced by time, that the powers of 


them will probably, even by the moſt ſagacious in- 


quirer, never be diſcovered. Nor ſhould I be ſur- 
prized to meet hereafter with medals coined in the 
principal cities of the Parthian empire, and particu- 
larly at Vologeſia, with Greek and Palmyrene let- 


ters, as well as Greek and the other ſort of ele- 


ments, upon them; ſince all ſuch different kinds of 
alphabetic characters may naturally enough be ſup- 
poſed to have been uſed in thoſe cities. For that a 
ſimilar practice prevailed at Tyre and Sidon, where 


coins were not ſeldom ſtruck, that che) both 
| Gree 


F 
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| Greek (55) and Phoenician . is - point too 


well known to be controverted — 6 learned. 
And that an intercourſe was kept up, and an exten- 


ſive commerce carried on, between the citizens of 
Tadmor, whether Greeks, Syrians, or Romans, and 


the inhabitants of Vologeſia, and therefore probably 

thoſe of all the moſt eminent Parthian towns, is indi- 
ſputably clear from one of the Greek Palmyrene in- 
ſcriptions (56), which aſſerts this in very ſtrong terms. 
Other arguments of great weight might be offered, in 
ſupport of what is here advanced, which the limits of 
this paper oblige me at preſent to ſuperſede, I ſhall 


therefore only beg leave to aſſure you that I am, with 
all aer . of e and nd, 


Sur, 
 Chriſt-Church, Oron. | Your moſt obliged, 
Nov. 27th, 1755. 8 | 
84 bete 21185 and moſt obedient, 


humble Servant, 


- Swinton, 


*. wie | "Bop Vail. in . as 


paſt. Vid. etiam 
raſm. 14 in Annal. Compendiar. J 4. & Ker. Syr. paſſ. 
iennæ Auſtriz, I 


_ (56). gf. e Vol. i. * Tab. xvi hit x. 
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